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People Planning with Pride

Make plans to attend Vernon Hills Oktoberfest, set for Saturday, October 13 from 3 to 10
p.m. at the Vernon Hills Metra Station. The family-friendly event includes music, food,
children’s activities — even a hayride!

A Charitable History

This is the third year our community has joined in this charity-minded celebration. The
event began in 2005 when we gathered to support sister city Oceans Springs, Mississippi,
which had been heavily damaged by Hurricane Katrina. Through the generosity of our
local organizations and residents, more than $50,000 was raised to help the cause.

Last year, Oktoberfest returned — this time with our efforts supporting local non-profit
organizations. That local support continues this year, with area groups providing refresh-
ment stands for our entertainment tent. All proceeds support their efforts.

Come Hungry — Help Our Nonprofits!

There’s always plenty to eat, and all of it supporting a good cause. Selections will include
burgers, ribs, brats, hotdogs, pizza, corn on the cob, carmel apples, chips, frozen treats
and beverages. This year’s nonprofit partners include Mundelein-Vernon Hills Rotary,
VHCYAA, Cougar Parent Connection, Youth & Family Counseling, Fraternal Order of
Police for LACASA, Helping from Heaven, Vernon Hills Seniors and Vernon Hills Lions. 

Kid’s Projects, Hayrides, Music and More

The fun starts right away at 3 p.m. with activities for kids of all ages. You can jump and
play on the inflatable playground, do a little pumpkin decorating, or enjoy a petting
zoo. The Vernon Hills Park District will again provide 
fantastic  hayrides through the nearby forest. 

It’s not a celebration without great music, and Oktoberfest has
it covered. Local band Midlife Crisis will perform high-ener-
gy favorites from 4 to 7 p.m.. Chicago-based ARRA returns
after their well-received stint at Summer Celebration, offering
cover songs from the ‘70s through today. They take the stage
from 8 to 10 p.m.

For Information… 

The event will be held rain or shine at the Metra 
train station, located at 75 Route 45, across from
Ranney Avenue. For details, visit www.vernonhills.org
or call Village Hall, 847-367-3700.

Celebrate VH Oktoberfest
on Saturday, October 13

Halloween trick-or-treat hours
are the same as always:

Wednesday, October 31 
4 PM to 8 PM

Visit www.VHPD.com
for tips to make sure your
candy collecting goes off 

without a hitch.

Trick or Treat!

Be Alert!
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Join Us for Oktoberfest: This is
Vernon Hills’ third year to host an
Oktoberfest Celebration. (Saturday,
October 13 from 3 to 10 p.m at the
Metra Station.) It’s a great opportuni-
ty to see your neighbors, have fun and
support our local nonprofit organiza-
tions. Thank you to the organizations
and volunteers that make this event
possible. I’ll see you there.

Happy Birthday, Vernon Hills! Our
Village celebrates its 50th birthday
next July. I join with your fellow
trustees in thinking that this calls for 
a celebration. In anticipation, we’re
looking at various ways to mark this
milestone. If you have suggestions,
please let us know by sending an
email to Village Manager Mike
Allison at mikea@vhills.org.

Looking Ahead to Holidays: 
Since we’re looking ahead, flip your
calendar over to November and make
a note on Saturday, November 24. 
At 4:30 p.m that day I will be joined
by a variety of Village notables (and
maybe even the Big Man from the
North Pole) as we light the Village’s
Holiday Tree. The event takes place 
at the Vernon Hills Golf Course
Clubhouse off Evergreen Drive, and
will include free refreshments for all.

Holiday Light Show:  For those of
you who like to go early and often,
the Holiday Light Show opens on
Friday, November 23 and runs from 
6 to 10 each night through January 5.
I encourage true fans to purchase 
festive and functional Holiday
License Plates. These plates take the
place of your regular Illinois tags.
They look good, and serve as your

season pass for
the Light Show.
For details, call
Village Hall at
847-367-3700.

From the Mayor…

Village Implements CONNECT-CTY
Emergency Telephone System

Here are some topics during recent Village
Board meetings. Meetings are the first and
third Tuesday each month, and are rebroad-
cast on Cable Channel 4. The schedule is
posted at www.vernonhills.org/communityin-
formation/cable.

• Trustees have begun discussions on ways 
to mark Vernon Hill’s 50th anniversary. 

• The Board honored the Vernon Hills 
High School Music Department — band,
orchestra and choir students — who earned
IHSA state championships.

• The Village honored the Stingers 18-Under
Softball Team, which placed first at the 2007
Northern National Class B Championship.

• Trustees received plans from Texas-based
restaurant chain, Jason’s Deli, about moving
into the vacant Hooter’s restaurant site on
Milwaukee Avenue.

From the Boardroom...

Anniversary, Honors, Roads & More
• The Road Rehabilitation Project is 
substantially complete. Landscaping will 
be ongoing through fall. Please give a hand
with keeping new sod and plantings watered.

• The Harvey Lake restoration project is
complete. This grant-funded effort stabilized
shoreline for better stormwater management.

• The Quiet Zone for the Canadian National
railroad is still in process. Final improve-
ments in several municipalities are near 
completion.

• At press time, the Village has received 
no new information from the developer
regarding a proposal for a Walmart on the
Gregg’s Parkway parcel. If and when the
developer provides additional information,
that will be shared via the Village website,
www.vernonhills.org. Should this proposal be
revisited, the Village will schedule informa-
tional meetings.

Vernon Hills has implemented an 
emergency telephone notification system
that uses automated phone calls to  provide
information on critical situations, such as
emergency road closures. CONNECT-CTY
Community Notification System can place
thousands of calls in minutes. 

Are You In the Database?

We want you included! Your information
will be kept confidential, and the Village
will not “cry wolf” and overuse the 
system. It’s only for emergencies. 

If your phone number is listed in the phone
book, CONNECT-CTY will have your
number is its database. All businesses in
the Village are also in the database. 

However, if you have an unlisted or
unpublished number or your home serv-
ice is provided by your cell phone, there is
a good chance you aren’t in the database.

Residents whose numbers are unlisted or
who would like to add secondary numbers
or email addresses may go to the Village’s

website (www.vernonhills.org), click “Sign
Up Now” and follow the instructions. 

How the System Works

During a notification, the system will dial
your primary telephone number and relay 
a recorded message. If the line is busy or
unanswered, the system will make two 
re-try attempts. If the phone is answered 
by an machine, a message will be left.

If the Village deems it necessary, the 
system is capable of contacting two sec-
ondary phone numbers and email address-
es. Emails will receive either text or a
recording on your computer’s audio player.

While secondary phones and emails are
optional, it is crucial that we have your 
primary house phone number. Information
will be confidentially maintained, used only
for official purposes, and not disseminated. 

Take advantage of this community safety
program. Test calls will be going out in the
next couple of months. For information,
contact Assistant Village Manager John
Kalmar, 847-918-3550 or JohnK@vhills.org.Fall 2007 Vernon Hills Village Voice
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IN BUSINESS…
It’s always a good idea to shop in town
— of percent of all sales tax collected
stays here to support Village services.
Here are a few business openings, as
taken from permit requests.

• CINN, 565 Lakeview, Suite 190

• Dr. Marcello Leao, Chiropractic
Physician/Acupuncturist, has joined
Ritacca Laser Center, 230 Center Dr.

• Rosalind Franklin University, 830
West End Ct, #400

• Sub Express, 860 Milwaukee (inside
Peacock Mobile)

At Hawthorn Village Commons:
• Dollar Tree

At Townline Commons:
• AT&T (formerly Cingular)

At Westfield Hawthorn Center:
• Baskin Robbins
• Continental Foreign Exchange
• Favor Home Accents
• Gap/Gap Kids
• Moments In Sports
• Visionworks

New carts and kiosks at Westfield:
Mobile Gateway
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The Village continues to experience active
development, both commercial and residen-
tial. Here’s a quick overview of some of the
projects around town.

Vernon Hills Town Center

The Vernon Hills Town Center, located 
at the northwest corner of Route 45 and
Milwaukee Avenue, is preparing to move
into its commercial phase, which began
with the razing of the Half Day Inn. 

Port Clinton Road will be extended
through the site to connect with Milwaukee
Avenue, with work to be complete in 2008.

By spring, Half Day Partners expects to
begin construction on multi-tenant spaces,
which will probably include businesses such
as banks, restaurants, shops and offices
(though the actual tenants have not yet been
identified by the developer). The site will
also include a six-story condo building with
first floor retail space. 

This residential area combines with the
Port Clinton Place condos and townhomes
that are already under construction on the
northwest side of the development.

Also connected with this project is the
College of Lake County Southlake
Center. The school’s 50,000 square foot
addition is complete.

Shoppes at Gregg’s Landing

The master site plan includes a Lowe’s,
Staples, AMCORE Bank and other retail
tenants. Construction on this section is
expected to shift into gear this fall, with
stores likely ready by mid-summer 2008.

Other Commercial/Retail

The newest Vernon Square Office Condo,
located on Center Drive, is nearly complete.

Construction has begun on the new Vernon
Hills Bank & Trust, located on the northeast
corner of Lakeview and Center Drive. 

Autumn Leaves Memory Care Residences
has begun construction of a 36-unit
Alzheimer's care facility in the vacant land 
on Deerpath and Atrium Drive.

Lifetime Fitness’ 143,000 square foot health
center is under construction on Woodlands
Parkway in the Corporate Woods. It is 
expected to open for business in July 2008.

Precision Resources, located in Corporate
Woods, is building a 77,000 square foot 
warehouse addition.

Baer Supply Company is building a 23,000
square foot warehouse addition at their 
location in Corporate Woods.

Hamilton Partners presented proposals for 
the former Kelly’s Day Camp and Liekum Tap
parcels on Route 45. Called the Oaks of
Vernon Hills, initial concepts include 130,000
square foot of office space and 20,000 square
foot of retail space.

For More Information…

The Community Development Department
offers an updated “Current Projects” list found
on the Community Information tab at
www.vernonhills.org. For more information,
contact Assistant Village Manager John
Kalmar at 847-918-3550 or email
JohnK@vhills.org.

From the Community Development Department…

Projects Around Town

Congrats, 2007 Royalty!
Congratulations to our 2007 Vernon Hills
Queens. Miss Hanna Black, Junior Miss
Vanessa Nagel and Little Miss Cassidy
Raasch were crowned on June 23.
Thanks to all of this year’s participants as
well as to volunteer coordinators Debbie
Bond and Michelle Devlin and the team
for their dedication.

Autumn Leaves Memory Care Residences
has broken ground on Deerpath Drive.

91548 Output  9/20/07  9:13 PM  Page 3



As the Village continues to grow, so does the population of people living
and working here (and trying to cross the streets). Those who attempt 
to cross the street on foot shouldn’t have to feel like they’re taking their
lives in their hands. To that end, you may have seen several new 
crosswalks erected throughout the Village in the past year.

To avoid pedestrians feeling like Frogger, please use caution when
approaching a designated crosswalk. Whether it be a flashing light 
to warn you a pedestrian is waiting on CDW Way (far right), or a 
neon-colored sign on Gregg’s Parkway (near right), the same rule
applies: Drivers must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians who 
are crossing in a designated crosswalk. 

Watch for Signs — Yield to Walkers

Each spring and fall, the VHPD hosts a Citizen’s
Police Academy where ten residents learn the ins
and outs of law enforcement. The program lasts 
11 to 12 weeks and meets each Wednesday night for
about 2 hours.  Topics include Patrol Operations,
K-9 Unit, Investigations, Evidence Collection,
Firearms Training (yes, you get to shoot actual
weapons!), Defensive Tactics, DUI Enforcement,
and more. In addition, each participant gets to ride
along with an officer for a shift. Although there is 
a waiting list, registration is always open. Call
Officer Jim Levicki at 847-247-4888 for details.

Citizen’s Police Academy
Here’s a safety tip worth listening to: remember those big, heavy things
that move real fast and can’t stop on a dime? TRAINS. We’ve received
complaints about a number of daily commuters who haven’t realized that
moving trains win every time. The last thing we want is for someone to
learn this lesson the hard (and fatal) way. Please, do not cross the tracks
(by vehicle or on foot) if a train is approaching. Even if you are 100 per-
cent sure you’ll make it across without any problems. 

Last year alone, 30 people throughout the State of Illinois died in train
fatalities. Unfortunately, Illinois leads the nation in this ranking. Let’s 
not contribute to this terrible statistic.

And Watch for Trains!

Due to weather concerns, this
August’s National Night Out was
moved indoor to the Public Work’s

facility.  But the gloomy forecast couldn’t stop more than 900 residents from
having a great time. Festivities included an inflatable playground, bingo,
games, crafts, giveaways, BBQ, slushees, a live DJ, and old-fashioned fun! 

We're already preparing to make the 2008 event even bigger and better!
Mark the date on your calendar now so you won't forget: Tuesday, August
5, 2008. We hope to see you out there!

Thanks for NNO
Participation!

Young men and women ages 14 to 20 who are
interested in learning about police work are being
sought out by the VHPD Explorer Post 2920. In
existence for more than dozen years, the Post has
recently opened registration for new members due
to a number of anticipated vacancies. 

Explorer Post members meet twice a month and
receive training in the various functions of law
enforcement. Members also participate in state and
national Explorer Scout competitions and are called
on several times throughout the year to assist 
officers with various functions, including traffic
direction, crowd control and premise security.

For enrollment information, call Officers Ken
Berryhill or Santos Rodriguez at 847-362-4449. 
For more information on the Explorer program,
visit www.VHPD.com.

Join the Explorer Post
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Pancakes at Countryside Fire

All are invited to the 2007 Countryside
Fire Open House and Pancake Breakfast
on Sunday, October 7 from 8 a.m. until
noon. In addition to a delicious breakfast,
you can tour the station, view the equip-
ment and check out the Flight for Life 
helicopter that is scheduled to drop by.
Countryside is located at 600 N. Deerpath
Drive. For details, call 847-367-5511 or
visit www.countrysidefire.com.

Hydrant Flushing Schedule

At press time, Lake County Public Works
fall hydrant flushing schedule is not yet
complete. As soon as it’s ready it will be
posted on the Village website (www.ver-
nonhills.org) and the Lake County Public
Works site (www.co.lake.il.us/p). Flushing
can loosen sediments in pipes, and may
discolor your water for a short time.

Take Advantage of Recycling

The Village covers the cost of recycling
collection, which happens the same day 
as your regular garbage pick up. Help the
environment by recycling glass, paper,
plastic and more.

5

Leaves Must Get Bagged

Remember to put your raked leaves into
paper bags or yard waste containers
marked with an “X”  for Veolia to 
collect on your main garbage day. 
Don’t rake leaves into the street — 
our sweeper isn’t equipped to handle
that much debris. (Since excess leaves
can clog the storm sewers and cause
flooding, the Village may cite property
owners who disregard this regulation.)
Yard waste stickers are available for
$1.90 each at Village Hall, Sullivan
Center, Dominick’s, Home Depot and
from Veolia by calling 847-623-3870.

Mosquito Season Continues

The Village continues to work with
Clarke Mosquito Control to abate this
year’s extra pesky batch of bugs. Until
the first hard frost hits, we’ll need to
continue to protect ourselves by elimi-
nating standing water, using repellent
and wearing long sleeves. Info is posted
at www.clarkemosquito.com.

Don’t Move Firewood

The emerald ash borer continues to be 
a problem in the region.  We can help
keep it out of our area by not bringing in
firewood from other places. For details,
visit www.emeraldashborer.info.

Free CareCoach Visits

The Lake Forest Hospital CareCoach
will visit Village Hall from 2 to 5 p.m.
on October 9 and November 13. No
appointments are needed for this free
wellness service. For details, visit
www.lakeforesthospital.com or call the
Village Hall, 847-367-3700.

Vernon Hills Seniors
The Vernon Hills Seniors invite 
residents age 55 and over to be
a part of their busy communi-
ty. The group holds club meet-
ings/luncheons on the first and
third Tuesdays of each month
in the lower level of the
Village Hall — and there are
activities going on all the time.
To learn more, call the Village
Hall at 847-367-3700.
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0The Solid Waste Agency of Lake County (SWALCO) is partnering with the Vernon
Hills Public Works Department to provide two local collections. These collections
offer an environmentally responsible way to get rid of old electronic gadgets, 
as well as a variety of chemicals, including oil paint, weed killer and even old 
prescriptions. For a complete list of items, as well as tips for green living, visit 
SWALCO online at www.swalco.org or call 847-336-9340.

Kirk Players at Cuneo

The Kirk Players latest production is Angel
Street (better known as Gaslight) — a broad-
way thriller and 1944 Ingrid Bergman
movie. The play will stage in the Great Hall
at the Cuneo mansion beginning October 19
and running through mid-November. Call
Cuneo Museum at 847-362-3042 or visit
www.cuneomuseum.org.

Tax Assessment Help

The Lake County Assessor’s Office will hold
two informational meetings to help residents
understand their property tax assessment.
Meetings are set for November 8 at 7 pm.
and November 17 at 10 a.m., both at College
of Lake County Grayslake Campus, Building
C Auditorium. The Assessor will also host a
series of Tax Assessment Help Centers offer-
ing one-on-one assistance. Four Help
Centers are scheduled for the College of
Lake County Southlake Center, on
Milwaukee Avenue in Vernon Hills. Vernon
Hills dates are October 17 and 31, and
November 6 and 13, all from 5 to 8 p.m.
Information is available by calling 847-377-
2050 or visiting www.co.lake.il.us/assessor.

Electronics Collection
Saturday, September 29
8 a.m. to noon
Public Works, 490 Greenleaf Dr.

Household Chemical Waste Collection
Saturday, October 20
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
VH Metra Station, 75 E. Rt. 45

Vernon Hills Seniors have access to free
transportation through the Senior Shuttle. 
The bus offers door-to-door service anywhere 
in the Village (including the Senior Center).
Please schedule the day before by calling 
the Village Hall, 847-367-3700.

Seniors – Need a Ride?

SWALCO Makes Fall Cleaning Easier
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