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People Planning with Pride

Village Board Finishing Work
on 2007/2008 Budget
by Larry Nakrin, Director of Finance

Spring is budget season for the Village of
Vernon Hills. Trustees are working to finalize
the 2007-08 document by April 10, in antici-
pation of the May 1 fiscal year start. 

Budget Expenditures Outlined

The budget, not including budgeted reserves,
contingencies and transfers, is $21,579,634,
of which $17,763,820 is for operations,
$1,756,000 is for debt service, and
$2,059,814 is for capital improvements. 

The operations budget is 4.3% higher than
last year’s budget, due to rising utility and
fuel costs. Debt service increased by 37.4%
because of debt issuance during FY2006-07
for the purchase and renovation of the Police
Communications/Training Center (formerly
American Family Insurance) and for Tax
Increment District improvements for the area
northwest of Routes 45 and 21. 

Capital Improvement Highlights

Capital improvement initiatives decreased by
75.3% from FY2006-07 to a more normal
level of about $2 million. Major capital ini-
tiatives in the new budget include a $975,000
street rehabilitation project in the Deerpath
subdivision, $200,000 for street light replace-
ment on Route 60 and in the Deerpath subdi-
vision, $50,000 for concrete patching on
Lindon and Midway, and $25,000 for rail-
road/street intersection modifications to help
the Village qualify as a quiet zone. 

Sales Tax Revenue Trending Up

Revenue projections are pegged at
$21,735,804. Of that amount, half of the

Village’s revenues are projected to come
from sales tax. That is why the recently
observed trend of sales tax growth at an
annual rate of 7.6% has been so benefi-
cial, and a welcome relief from the five
year trend in which of Village sales tax
remained relatively flat. Besides the
growth of sales tax from existing stores,
next year’s revenue picture is helped by
the projected opening of Lowes on
Milwaukee Avenue. (Reminder: The
Village collects no property tax.)

Budget is Strong

This proposed budget is fundamentally a
fiscally strong budget. It is the first budget
in five years that has not required some
combination of a draw down in General
Fund reserves or service cuts. Besides
strong revenues, this result was made 
possible by increased efficiencies. For
instance, 112 full time employees are 
budgeted for FY 2007-08 — one less than
was authorized in the FY2006-07 budget
and 15 less than the FY2002-03 budget.  

The budget is available for inspection at
the Village Hall. Budget items have also
been an ongoing part of recent Village
Board Meetings, which are televised on
Cable Channel 4 and open to the public.
In addition, a public hearing was 
scheduled for March 20. For more 
information about the budget, please 
contact Finance Director Larry Nakrin 
at LarryN@vhills.org.

Village 

Tree Sale
May 12

Pick up from 8 to noon
Public Works 

490 Greenleaf Drive

Hardy trees! Great prices!
Order ahead – trees sell out!

Tree list and pre-sale
order forms available
online in April 
(www.vernonhills.org) 

or            and at Village Hall
and Public Works. 

For details, call
847-367-3726. 

87048_Output  3/22/07  6:45 AM  Page 1

creo




2

IN
 T

H
E

 N
E

W
S

Spring 2007 Vernon Hills Village Voice

Vernon Hills residents are a very
active bunch. Whether we’re talking
about service projects through the
workplace, volunteer efforts in our
schools, time given through our
houses of worship, or contributions
to our communities — we get
involved.

It’s an example of the old adage, “If
you want something done, ask a
busy person.” In fact, when it’s time
to put together our Village’s sum-
mertime activities, we always rely on
our tremendous volunteers — and
we can always use an extra hand.

Summer Celebration: If you’re
looking for a chance to get involved
in planning and implementing our
Summer Celebration, that
Committee is looking for a new
member. (This year’s Summer
Celebration is July 12 through 15.)
We can also use your help for just an
hour or two, since Summer Cel relies
on volunteers to do things like sell
refreshment tickets. (FYI, the ticket
booths are air conditioned!)

4th of July: Another tremendous
family friendly activity sponsored by
the Village is the 4th of July Parade.
The Parade, as well as evening cele-
bration of fun and fireworks, is made
possible in large part by dedicated
volunteers.

Get In the Parade: Speaking of 4th
of July, now is the time to plan your
entry in the Parade. There is no cost
to participate — and it’s great fun for
participants and watchers alike. 

If you’d like to learn more about
how you can get involved in any of
these activities, please call the
Village Hall at 847-367-3700.

I look forward to seeing you around
the Village…

From the Mayor…

Call for Volunteers! Here are some topics during recent Village
Board meetings. Meetings are the first and 
third Tuesday each month, and broadcast on
Cable Channel 4. The schedule is posted at
www.vernonhills.org/communityinformation/cable.

• Trustees approved the appointment of
Linda Pelletier to the position of Village
Clerk. This appointment was made possible
by the November 7 referendum requesting to
convert that position to an appointed, rather
than an elected, position. Congratulations to
Linda.

• The Road Rehab Project is set to begin in
May, focusing on streets in the Deerpath
neighborhood bounded by Sullivan, Deerpath
and the railroad tracks. Work is expected to
be complete by late August.

• The Harvey Lake stabilization project is
underway, with crews removing buckthorn
and stabilizing the shoreline. The initial
efforts are expected to wrap up by June 1.
For information, call 847-918-3591.

• Century Park renovations should be
finished as soon as weather allows. The
joint effort between the Park District and
Village includes paths, lighting and hard-
scapes, which will be useful and beautiful
year-round as well as during major events.

• Lake County Public Works continues to
upgrade the pump station located near
Kids Castle in Deerpath Park. That project
is slated to finish by year’s end.

•Village staff bade farewell to Building
Commissioner Vernon Gerth, who has
taken a job in Tennessee. 

• The new Village website is up and 
running. Thanks to a new behind-the-
scenes software, updating the website has
become a more efficient process that can be
handled in house. Thanks to Lisa Fischbach
and Officer Jim Levicki for their efforts in
converting to a new, more user-friendly
system. (The address remains the same —
www.vernonhills.org.)

Village Clerk, Road Rehab and More

By early April, Vernon Hills may be quieter,
assuming the Federal Railroad Administration
approves Vernon Hill’s petition to establish a
Quiet Zone on the EJ&E rail line. 

Part of Multi-Community Effort

For the past few years, Vernon Hills has been
working with a coalition of communities to
reduce train noise. One area of effort has been
the creation of Quiet Zones — areas where
trains are not required to blow their horns at
every crossing. 

Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) regu-
lations allow for Quiet Zones once certain
safety requirements are met — such as pro-
viding appropriate crossing gates and signals.

Quiet Zone Request Sent to FRA

Vernon Hills took the lead on the EJ&E line,
which runs east-west through the Village. We
worked with a consultant to meet the require-
ments and submit the request, which was done
in early March. If approved by the FRA, the
EJ&E Quiet Zone would take effect March 27.

EJ&E Railroad Quiet Zone Shaping Up
Canadian National Line Next

Vernon Hills is also part of a coalition to
create a Quiet Zone on the Canadian
National line, which serves Metra com-
muters. The next step in this effort is to
work with Mundelein officials to decide
how to handle the stationary signal horns
mounted at several crossings. 

These pole-mounted horns were designed to
cut down on train noise by focusing sound
directly at motorists in the crossing area.
These crossing horns did create a more quiet
environment than a traditional locomotive
horn. However, now that the the coalition
has fulfilled the FRA regulations needed to
apply for Quiet Zone status on this line, the
communities are looking at potentially
decommissioning those crossing horns.

As information becomes available, updates
will be posted at www.vernonhills.org. If
you have questions, please contact Village
Engineer David Brown at
DaveB@vhills.org.
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IN BUSINESS…
It’s always a great idea to shop in town –
a percent of all sales tax collected from
local businesses stays in town to support
Village services. That said, here are a few
business openings, as taken from recent
permit requests.

• Aspen Pointe:
Cold Stone Creamery

• Vernon Plaza:
Bubbles Coffee & Tea

• Westfield Hawthorn Center:
McCarthy’s Restaurant
Scott’s Brewery (2nd location)
Stitch It
U Name It
The Walking Company

• Westfield Carts/Kiosks:
Incaland
Photo Paradise
Rainbow Play Systems

• Dr. Rick Bolnick, 977 Lakeview

• Jiffy Lube, 840 Milwaukee

• Superior Ambulance, 401 Sullivan

• College of Lake County, expanded
facility at 1120 Milwaukee

Development Boom Continues
While the residential building boom has
slowed, commercial expansions are gathering
even more steam with many long-planned
projects preparing to become reality, and 
several new ideas being proposed. The
Village offers updated information on dozens
of projects on the Current Projects list of the
Village website, www.vernonhills.org (go to
“Community Information,” then “Current
Projects”). 

Town Center TIF District

We’ll see more activity in the Town Center
TIF District, located at the northwest corner
of Routes 45 and 21. A major effort in prepar-
ing the infrastructure for this retail/residential
hub is the extension of Port Clinton Road
north through the site, where it will connect
with Milwaukee Avenue. Port Clinton is
under construction and the related highway
work should commence this summer.

The Port Clinton Place development of 132
condos and 47 townhomes is in site prep
stage, with construction of Phase I to begin
yet this spring. Half Day Partners is
involved in the retail/residential effort that
will lie east of the extended Port Clinton
Road. While they are in ongoing discussion
with numerous potential tenants, there will 
be no news to report on that front until the
project is further along.

The College of Lake County’s new 50,000
square foot classroom addition is complete
and open for use.

Gregg’s Landing Commercial Site

Construction of a Lowes home improvement
store is getting underway on the Gregg’s
Landing commercial property on
Milwaukee Avenue. Lowes will be joined by
Staples, Amcore Bank and several other
retailers in a multi-tenant area that will share
the site. The developers look forward to
opening before year’s end.

Other Projects & Proposals

• Congregation Or Shalom is preparing to
construct a new 22,000 square foot building

to replace their existing facility on Hawthorn
Parkway.

• Construction is underway at Hawthorn
Elementary South, where a new cafeteria is
being built. 

• Vernon Square Office Condos are taking
shape on Center Drive. One proposed tenant
is the Vernon Hills Community Bank.

• Walter E. Smithe Furniture is expected
to open in April at their new location on
Milwaukee and North Woodbine.

• Developers have proposed building
Vernon Hills Commons on Milwaukee
Avenue between North and South
Woodbine. One proposed tenant is Ethan
Allen Furnishings.

• The Oaks of Vernon Hills is a new
office/retail development proposed for Route
45 on the former site of Kelly’s Camp. The
Village Board approved the general concept,
presented by Hamilton Partners. 

• Representatives from Autumn Leaves
Memory Care Residences have approached
the Village about locating a 44-bed, 36-unit
assisted living center on the corner of
Atrium Drive and Deerpath. The Board was
favorable to the proposal to build the center,
which would serve Alzheimer's patients. 

• Lifetime Fitness presented a preliminary
proposal for a three-story health and fitness
center, to be located on Woodlands Parkway
in the Corporate Woods business park. 

• Riverview Place Condos has been pro-
posed for Milwaukee Avenue east of
American Hotel Register. Developers pre-
sented ideas for multi-story condo buildings
with restaurant and retail space.

• River Glen Townhomes is underway. It
will consist of 14 townhomes on the south
side of Port Clinton and Route 45.

• The Village continues discussions with
Westfield Corporation regarding Westfield
Hawthorn. We are ready to review plans
when they are presented to us.

Calling All 
Royalty…

The 2006 Vernon Hills Queens

Elizabeth Lange, 
Alex Cole & Bri Amidei

Invite you to participate in the 
2007 Vernon Hills Pageant, 

June 23 at Vernon Hills High School.

Applications are available at 
Village Hall and www.vernonhills.org
and should be returned to Village Hall 

by 5 p.m. on May 16.

Have fun, make friends, 
gain confidence!

Little Miss (Ages 6 to 9)
Junior Miss (Ages 10 to 15)  

Miss (Ages 16 to 22)
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