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Village of Vernon Hills 
Community Development Department  

290 Evergreen Drive, Vernon Hills, IL 60061 
Phone 847-367-3704 - Fax 847-367-2541  -  http://www.vernonhills.org 

 
 

LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION SYSTEMS (RPZ – Plumbing) 
 

 
This hand out is for REFERENCE ONLY.  For more details see specific code sections. 
 
 
As long as all of the information listed below is provided, a permit will be issued 
immediately over the counter for all residential.  All commercial will require a plan review 
and a permit will be ready in twenty (20) business days or sooner. 
 
TO APPLY FOR A PERMIT:   
 

1. Read the handout entirely. 
 
2. Submit a completed permit application. 

 

3. Submit four (4) sets of site plans/ plats of survey for commercial projects or two (2) plats 
of survey for residential projects showing, in sufficient detail, the pipe sizes, materials, 
connections, electrical wiring and controls, RPZ valve, pipe grid, zones, sprinkler heads 
and their location and any other information necessary to determine compliance with the 
ordinances of the Village of Vernon Hills. 

 
4. Submit a copy of the contractor’s Irrigation Certification and the Plumber’s State of 

Illinois License and Contractor Registration. 
 

5. Submit a written and signed contract. 
 

6. Contact J.U.L.I.E. (Utility Locate Service) at 1-800-892-0123 to locate underground 
utilities and to obtain a dig number.  A building permit will not be issued without a dig 
number.  

 
7. A permit fee and refundable cash bond (paid in cash or check) will be required when the 

permit is issued.  Fees will be based upon the total cost of construction. 
 

8. No inspections are required to be done by the Building Department, however, a passing 
RPZ Certification Report for both commercial & residential must be submitted via mail 
or fax to the Building Department in order for the completion bond to be returned to the 
permit payer and the permit to be closed out. 

 
 
LOCATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 

1. Landscape irrigation systems shall be located as outlined in the attached excerpt from the 
Village Code. 
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INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 

1. All landscape irrigation systems must be equipped with the Reduced Pressure System 
(RPZ) Backflow Preventer.  This valve must be installed by a Licensed Plumber, and 
installed where it is not susceptible to freezing and flooding. 

 
2. The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) requires that all RPZ valves be 

tested and certified by a Certified RPZ installer upon installation and on an annual basis.  
The Building Division must be provided with a copy of such a certification on or before 
the day of the inspection. 

 
3. A landscape irrigation system shall be properly winterized (blown out with air) prior to 

frost setting in. 
 

4. No equipment or construction materials shall be stored within the Village Right- of- 
Way. 

 
5. Extreme care is to be taken to protect the existing utilities, pavement, curbs, and 

sidewalks.  Pavement, curbs, and sidewalks should be ramped or planked to avoid 
damage.  Damage to the Village Right-of-Way will be restored to the satisfaction of the 
Village Engineer.   

 
6. A passing RPZ Certification Report for both Commercial & Residential work must be 

submitted to the Building Division via mail or fax before the permit may be closed and 
the bond money refunded.  No inspections from the building department will be 
necessary. 
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Village of Vernon Hills 

Community Development Department 
290 Evergreen Drive, Vernon Hills, IL 60061 

Phone 847-367-3704 - Fax 847-367-2541 - http:// www.vernonhills.org 
 
 

PERMIT APPLICATION 
LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION SYSTEM 

(RPZ-Plumbing) 
 
 

(PLEASE PRINT) 
 
Business or Homeowner Name:          
 
Address:             
 
Phone:_____________________________   E-Mail:      
 
 
Applicant’s Name:            
(If different from above) 
 
Phone:___________________________   E-Mail:      
 
 
Provide the following: 
 

 2 Copies of Plat of Survey (4 for Commercial Projects) showing details of system 
 

 J.U.L.I.E. Dig Number (1-800-892-0123)  ______________________________ 
 

 Copy of signed contract 
 
 
Construction Cost  $_________________________________ 
 
 
Work being performed by: 
 

 Homeowner    
 

 Contractor Info: 
 
  Name:            
 
  Address:           
 

Phone Number:____________________  E-Mail:      
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Village of Vernon Hills 

Community Development Department  
290 Evergreen Drive, Vernon Hills, IL 60061 

Phone 847-367-3704 - Fax 847-367-2541  -  http://www.vernonhills.org 
 

 
Responsible Person, Soil Erosion and Sediment Control – Residential Sites 

 
 
 
The Watershed Development Ordinance requires that Contractors, or the permit applicant 
designate a responsible person in charge of soil erosion and sediment control. The designee 
shall be responsible for the maintenance of all soil erosion and sediment control items at all 
times. The designee shall be responsible to react to all violations or discrepancies immediately 
after notification.  
 
For all improvement projects within the Village, the sites shall be kept clean at all times. Streets, 
sidewalks, and curb/gutter shall be broom swept clean, a minimum, at the end of each day, or 
more frequently if required by the Village. Existing storm sewer structures are to be protected 
from sediment deposits at all times.  
 
All material delivery and the storage of materials for the site are prohibited within the Village 
Right-of-Way (typically 15’ from the back of curb), unless written approval by the Village is 
granted. 
 
 
 

TO BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED WITH PERMIT APPLICATION  
(Please print) 

 
 

 
Designee:       Contact Number:       
 
 
Permit Applicant / Developer / Contractor Name:        
 
 
Project Address:       Pod / Lot:     
 
 
Application or Permit Number:          
 
 
 
Received by:      Date: ________________________________ 
     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


